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Common scams to look out for
• Prize draws, sweepstakes and foreign lottery wins.
• Fake emails, usually from a bank or credit card company,
asking for your account details.
• Pyramid selling and chain letter scams.
• Bogus holiday clubs and timeshares.
• Miracle health and slimming cures.
• Work at home / job opportunities.
• Subscription traps.
• Council tax and HMRC demands

Top tips
• Never give out your bank account details or other personal
information to people you don't know or trust.
• Never send money to a company you do not know or send
money if told to respond quickly or confidentially.
• You can't win a lottery that you didn't enter.
• Don't reply to emails from strangers.
• Make sure you have up-to-date and credible computer security
• If something sounds too good to be true it probably is.

Stay alert to scammers
Local authorities are helping victims of scams get their money back through Proceeds
of Crime hearings. They are also promoting ‘call blockers', which block unwanted
phone calls, and setting up ‘No cold calling zones' to deter rogue traders.

By Peter Faulkner
COWBOY roofers, bogus faith healers, fake
parking ticket wardens and dodgy letting
agents are among rogue traders and fraudsters being targeted by councils cracking
down on scams.
To mark National Scams Awareness Month
last month the Local Government Association
(LGA), which represents more than 370 councils in England and Wales, urged people to
report all suspected scams to help tackle the
£9.7 billion annual cost of fraud to UK citizens.
Figures show that more than five million
people in the UK were victims of scams last
year, but this could be the tip of the iceberg as
only five per cent of scams are reported, often
due to embarrassment or people simply being
unaware they have been deceived.
Recent scams being investigated by local
authorities include bogus bailiffs demanding
fictitious debts, fraudsters issuing fake parking
tickets by posing as council officials, and rogue
companies offering to re-rate people's homes
to achieve lower council tax bandings.
Trading Standards teams at councils nationwide are continuing to secure successful prosecutions in scam-related cases.
Cases last month included:
• A bogus faith healer who defrauded several
women of around £145,000, saying he used
his fees to pay for potions and to sacrifice
crocodiles, was jailed for seven-and-a-half
years in a case brought by Birmingham City
Council
• Two cold-calling conmen who duped around
80 customers out of a total of £291,000 for
shoddy housing repair work were given suspended jail sentences following an investigation by a National Trading Standards team
based at Nottinghamshire County Council
• A rogue trader from Gloucestershire who

targeted churches, schools and charities in a
car park white line painting scam was ordered
to pay back more than £150,000 and jailed for
16 months following an investigation by
National Trading Standards
During National Scam Awareness Month, the
LGA urged victims not to suffer in silence, but
to report all scams to help raise awareness of
latest swindles and help fight fraudsters.
Councils are encouraging people to seek
support from trading standards teams to help
them deal with unwanted calls, mail, emails or
doorstep callers and find out what action they
can take themselves.
Local authorities are helping victims of
scams get their money back from fraudsters
through Proceeds of Crime hearings. They are
also promoting ‘call blockers', which block
unwanted phone calls, and setting up ‘No cold
calling zones' to deter rogue traders.
Cllr Simon Blackburn, Chair of the LGA's
Safer and Stronger Communities Board, said:
"Scams damage people's lives, both financially

and emotionally, but cold-hearted conmen
don't care about victims' feelings – they just
want to rip people off.
"Victims of fraud can lose thousands of
pounds and feel anxious and scared due to
being harassed by people every day. It also
creates significant costs for taxpayers as elderly victims in particular often require more care
and support after they have been scammed.
"Scammers often target the vulnerable but
anyone can be fooled by a bogus businessman
or scheme, as fraudsters are always devising
new ways to trick people out of their savings.
"Trading Standards teams see at first-hand
the devastation but victims shouldn't suffer in
silence or feel embarrassed. By reporting a
scam, people can help someone else avoid
being a victim.
People should report scams, rogue traders
or uninvited doorstep callers to Citizens Advice
consumer service on 03454 04 05 06.
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Did you know...
MORE than 5.5 million people in
the UK put their health, their
finances and their lives at risk by
not getting their gas appliances
safety checked– which costs as little as £60.
Last year there were more than
67,000 gas emergency call outs to
homes in the UK, the equivalent of
186 every day.
On top of that, the gas authority
– Gas Safe Register – has found
dangerous gas appliances lurking in
one in six of the 142,000 homes it
has inspected in the past five years.
These dangers have led to six
deaths and more than 300 injuries
in the last year alone

Did you know...
RECENT analysis revealed the hidden toll each year from carbon
monoxide poisoning was:
•4,000 people go to A&E
•200 people are hospitalised
•there are around 50 deaths in
England and Wales

Did you know...
CARBON monoxide has no smell or
taste. Breathing it in can make you
unwell, and it can kill if you're
exposed to high levels.
After carbon monoxide is
breathed in, it enters your bloodstream and mixes with haemoglobin (to form carboxyhaemoglobin.
When this happens, the blood is
no longer able to carry oxygen,
causing the body’s cells and tissue
to fail and die.

Did you know...
MANY more people are likely to
suffer unknowingly from CO poisoning, and the impact on health
may well be underestimated.
Those most at risk are the under
14s and the over 65s, with these
age groups accounting for 31% and
25% of these hospital admissions
respectively.
Such cases are caused by faulty
or badly-serviced gas and other
fossil fuel-burning appliances.
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Beware a silent killer
When you use an unregistered gas fitter, he could be leaving your boiler
leaking fatal carbon monoxide fumes. Or the work may be that dangerous your home could catch fire or the work could trigger an explosion.
By Peter Faulkner
RESIDENTS across the country are risking their
lives every year unaware that they could be
dealing with a potential killer.
This killer has no guns and no ammunition
and does not have a criminal record, but they
could be the biggest threat to both you and
your families lives.
He is simply the unqualified gas fitter. The illegal tradesman living in your neighbourhood
who offers to either fix, fit or service your cooker, boiler or gas fire.
Because what he leaves behind could be
badly fitted, faulty equipment that could kill
you while you sleep. In short, a death trap.
The Fire Service has continually sent out
warnings about the dangers of not having a carbon monoxide detector in the home because it
is the one piece of cheap equipment that could
save your life.
It doesn't matter where you live in the country, rogue gas fitters will be living in your neighbourhood.
When you use an unregistered gas fitter, he
could be leaving your boiler leaking fatal carbon
monoxide fumes. Or the work may be that
dangerous your home could catch fire or the
work could trigger an explosion.
There have been tragic stories and sad statistics about people who used an illegal tradesmen which is why the industry is running the
sixth Gas Safety Week from September 19-25 to
make sure that the rogue traders are kept out
and residents are made aware of the risk they
are taking if they ignore the advice.
The message is simple: Don’t let it happen to
you. Always use a Gas Safe registered engineer.
Check the card.
One in three people trust a tradesman to do
gas work based purely on the recommendation
of a friend or neighbour without checking out
their registration and qualifications first.
Remember that dangerous gas work can be
deadly. Badly fitted and poorly serviced appliances can cause gas leaks, fires, explosions and
carbon monoxide poisoning. Using an illegal gas
fitter can end up costing you thousands of
pounds to have fixed. Worst of all, it could put

the lives of you, and your loved ones in danger.
It is against the law for anyone to do work on
gas appliances in the United Kingdom unless
they are Gas Safe registered so if you think
someone is working on gas illegally, report
them to the Gas Safe Register and they will
investigate.
Protecting you from unsafe gas work is a priority for Gas Safe. If you think someone is working on gas illegally, report them and they will
investigate. There are more than 120,000 engineers on the Gas Safe Register.
To check that they’re continuing to work safely Gas Safe inspectors regularly inspect the
work they’ve carried out. If you’ve had gas work
done in the last six months, you can nominate it
for a free gas safety inspection.
Every year thousands of people across the UK
are diagnosed with carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning, which can be caused by unsafe central
heating systems, gas cookers or gas fires.
That's why Gas Safety Week aims to raise
awareness of gas safety and the importance of
taking care of your gas appliances.
Badly fitted and poorly serviced appliances
can cause gas leaks, fires, explosions as well as
carbon monoxide poisoning. Using an illegal gas
fitter can put lives at risk, only a Gas Safe registered engineer should carry out gas work.
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Bogus climbers?

Banks could do more to protect elderly customers

Protect our elderly
“Vulnerability is not a term that is defined in law, which means it is
difficult for professionals to introduce measures to protect vulnerable
people. Banks could do more without the need for legislation.”
ELDERLY residents throughout the UK are
being targeted by rogue traders who even
drive them to the bank to draw out cash.
Now the Chartered Trading Standards
Institute has said banks and charities could
do more to protect victims by placing a delay
on large payments leaving their bank to protect them from scams.
They also argue that a carer or family member should be sent a text alerting them to the
planned payment.
The Chartered Trading Standards Institute,
which represents officers, said a grey area
exists in the current rules. Banks are obliged
to make payments when customers demand
it, but they also want to, and do, protect
those who are vulnerable.
The Trading Standards Institute commissioned a report from Bournemouth
University's National Centre for PostQualifying Social Work into scam victims.
Its recommendations to financial institutions and charities include:
nRecognising a duty of care to dementia sufferers who could make an unwise decision as
a result of their cognitive state
nAllowing vulnerable people to put a 24hour delay on new or large transactions,
sending an email or text alerting a carer or
loved one at the start of that period.
nEnsuring personal data is not shared without a clear opt-in and that it is not held for

longer than 12 months before permission is
sought again, in order to prevent "suckers'
lists"
The estimated amount lost to doorstep
crimes in a year is £22.1m, but trading standards officers believe losses could be 10
times greater than this.
Victims of scam mail have an average age
of 74 and have typically lost more than
£1,000, according to Trading Standards officers who identified 10,843 up to April last
year. They identified nearly 200,000 potential
victims on suckers' lists sold between conartists.
Leon Livermore, CTSI chief executive, said:
“Vulnerability is not a term that is defined in
law, which means it is difficult for professionals to introduce measures to protect vulnerable people. We believe that banks and charitable organisations can do more without the
need for legislation."
Prof Keith Brown, who wrote the report,
said: "We believe our three main asks are
both achievable and would make the greatest
impact in reducing the risk of being scammed
for the most at-risk citizens."
But Payments UK, which oversees the way
transactions are made, said: “All banks offer
different services and products to help vulnerable people manage their finances, and
we would urge a customer to speak to their
bank if they want to find out more."

LAST month an Indian couple, both
police officers, claimed they were the
first to scale Mount Everest.
Dinesh and Tarkeshwari Rathod
claim they climbed Everest on May
23, but their story has since been
challenged.
Some have alleged that the
Rathods, from Pune, might not have
made it to the top.
An investigation by BuzzFeed India
alleges one of the photographs that
Dinesh uploaded to his Facebook is
actually just a cropped version of an
image from a mountaineering website.
And since the article was published,
another climber has come forward to
accuse the couple of stealing pictures
from his Everest climb.
Other images provided to media by
the couple, they are wearing red
climbing gear. But other images show
them wearing completely different
outfits – and given the extreme
weather conditions it’s fairly unlikely
for climbers to have an outfit change
half way to the peak.
Satyarup Siddhanta, from Bangalore
in India, alleges the couple stole his
images.
The Rathods have since deleted
images from their climb and the couple have not responded to requests
for comment.

Drug driving rise
THE number of motorists charged
with drug-driving has increased dramatically over the last 12 months,
with prescription medication cases
accounting for much of the rise.
In 2015, 1,686 drivers were caught
drug-driving, compared with only 738
in 2014 – a rise of approximately
140%. That's according to new data
obtained by Confused.com via a freedom of information (FOI) request.
Of the one in seven drivers who
admitted to the offence, the majority
were taking prescription medication
rather than illegal drugs.
Motorists are four times more likely
to drive on legal drugs
This rise coincides with changes to
the law that came into effect in March
last year, which saw new road-side
drug screening devices introduced.
New drug-driving limits for a wider
variety of drugs – both illegal and prescription - were also brought in.
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Fire service award
ESSEX Fire and Rescue Service
has received a prestigious accolade after raising a whopping
£122,441 for the Fire Fighters
Charity.
The Service has been presented with a Certificate of
Appreciation from the Fire
Fighters Charity for its fundraising over 2015/16 financial year,
which will help improve the lives
of 99 firefighters across the
County.
ECFRS firefighters and fire personnel raised the funds through
a number of events across the
country and overseas, including
fire station car washes, charity
cycles, sponsored swims, difficult treks and gruelling runs.

Rogue tree surgeons
RESIDENTS are being warned to
remain vigilant about rogue
tree surgeons cold calling at
homes in Essex.
Essex County Council said the
con artists have been knocking
on doors and leafleting residents
in order to obtain business.
Trading Standards have been
passed leaflets from these
traders containing false business
names and addresses.

Crooks touring estate
SUSPECTED crooks are touring a
Colchester estate looking for
potential victims, it is claimed.
Concerns have been raised by
residents, police and councillors
about a group sporting clipboards and high vis jackets.
These are not believed to be
officials from any organisation
or public service but rogue
traders or thieves masquerading
as genuine to try and take
advantage of people.
Residents said the men have
been looking in windows and
looking at cars parked on driveways. A suspicious van has also
been spotted..
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‘We are watching you’
Essex Police have teamed up with the East of Co-op for the third year in
succession to continue cracking down on shoplifters in Tendring and
reduce the level of theft as they have done in previous years.
SHOPLIFTING is facing a
crackdown in Tendring
District so that local shoppers can feel the benefits.
Essex Police have teamed
up with the East of England
Co-op for the third year
running, after successfully
reducing the level of theft
in previous years.
And the more shoplifters
they stop in Frinton, Hollandon-Sea, Manningtree and
Brightlingsea, the more local
residents and charities will benefit from the savings because
they share in the profits.
Lee Hammond, head of
secure response services at the
East of England Co-op, said:
“Shoplifting is often seen as a
victimless crime – but it is not.
As a co-operative business, we
are owned by our members –
more than 4,000 local people,
who each receive a share in our
profit based on how much they
have spent with us during the
year.
“A large proportion of our
profit is also used to support
local charities, community
groups and projects aimed to
make our local communities a
better place to be.
PC Sam Harris launches the Tendring scheme
“Shoplifting ultimately affects
our profit which means loyal customers and worthy good causes are missing out, so the number of
victims of this type of crime are extensive.
“With an increase in high value thefts, particularly in Tendring, we have created a dedicated team
whose role is to identify patterns and package together evidence to be shared with the police.
“This has resulted in longer sentences and allowed us to build stronger links with local police forces
across our region.”
In 2015 his team recovered more than £10,000 in court compensation, with culprits sentenced to a
total of 98 months in prison.
Inspector Julia Finch, from an Essex Police community policing team, added: “Essex Police has continued to see a rise in shop theft offences across Tendring district year-on-year.
“We value the continued support and contribution by partner agencies such as East of England Coop in highlighting the issues being encountered both within their own organisation and to the wider
community..”
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Not such sweet music

Going green could lead you into a financial disaster

The green deal crooks
“The practicalities of forestry investment are not explained thoroughly,
for example the length of time taken for trees to mature is dependent
upon many variables which would affect the return rate for investors.”
By Staff Reporter
WE all want to do our bit for the environment
and going green is an initiative most of us have
supported.
But beware of going green crooks who have
come up with a new pension fraud claiming to
offer high returns for investing in forestry
schemes.
Fraudsters are cold calling victims and persuading them to transfer their pension from legitimate schemes into unregulated forestry investments schemes, which offer questionable
returns.
According to Action Fraud, the national fraud
and cyber crime reporting centre, 26 per cent of
investment fraud victims last year reported
falling prey to such a scheme.
The scheme works by contacting people
approaching retirement age and encouraging
them to participate in a pensions “review”. As
part of this review the caller will try to sell
forestry investments as high-return area.
Victims are persuaded to withdraw their savings from legitimate pension schemes and put
them into an alternative pensions company,
then invest 25 per cent of that into long-term
forestry schemes.
The schemes cover everything from teak plantations in Costa Rica to Christmas tree and bamboo plantations around the world.
Once a victim has been persuaded to invest,
they will continue to receive cold calls asking

them for an upfront fee; requesting insurance
payments and encouraging them to set up regular payments in order to receive an even greater
return.
According to Action Fraud: “Victims have found
that they do not have easy access to their
forestry investment, or have experienced a
reduced return rate. The practicalities of the
forestry investment are not explained thoroughly,
for example the length of time taken for trees to
mature is dependent upon many variables which
would affect the return rate for investors.”
The Financial Conduct Authority’s (FCA) has
launched a new campaign encouraging anyone
who is considering an investment to check its
‘Scamsmart’ website and seek independent
financial advice from a regulated professional
before going ahead.
Action Fraud advice
Be suspicious of all unsolicited calls. Cold-calling
for investment business is illegal, so reputable
brokers will not do it.
Do not give out personal or financial details and
never agree to anything or send money upfront
without making your own enquires first.
Make some enquiries by checking whether the
company is regulated on the FCA register or calling the FCA on 0300 500 5000.
Ensure that you request that the risks and
growth rates are explained and that you fully
understand them before transferring your pension.

PEOPLE desperate to attend
major pop concerts, music festivals and sporting events this summer face a greater risk of falling
victim to criminals after online
ticket fraud soared by 55 per cent,
councils warned today.
More than £5 million was lost
to online ticket fraud in the UK in
2015 – up from £3.35 million in
2014 – with social media sites
now accounting for nearly half of
all reported ticket scams.
On average, customers who
bought fake tickets lost £444 per
transaction.
The Local Government
Association (LGA), which represents more than 370 councils, is
urging music and sports fans to be
wary of buying fake or non-existent tickets.
Trading standards teams say
criminals will be looking to
exploit people wanting to see
Wembley concerts by top stars,
and attend music festivals and
sporting events .

Sharp practices
THIS is a warning just in case you
are approached by a team of men
who, to say the least, are carrying
out sharp practices.
Police in other areas have
issued a warning to businesses
after receiving complaints about
men offering to sharpen tools.
The men are travelling, in the
main, in Mercedes vehicles. Other
vehicles reported include a
Volkswagen Passat, Renault van,
Citroen and BMW.

Top cop award
A City of London Police officer in
the Intellectual Property Crime
Unit has been awarded for being
the driving force behind a groundbreaking initiative targeting counterfeit websites.
Detective Constable Weizmann
Jacobs has overseen the suspension of nearly 11,000 websites
selling counterfeit goods, as part
of an ongoing operation.
His role involves suspending
counterfeit websites in partnership with Nominet, the UK’s central registry to all . He got the
‘Excellence Award’ at the
Chartered Trading Standards
Institute Conference in Telford.
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News from home and abroad
Pub has whip round for 101 year old burglary victim
A 101-year-old Cambridgeshire woman has given a “big, big thank you” to her local pub for
a donation after she was the victim of a distraction burglary. Win Vine had £400 stolen from
her Northborough home after cold callers came to her door.
One man had come into her home pretending to be from Anglian Water, but, after the
ordeal, staff and regulars at The Blue Bell in Glinton, which Mrs Vine visits twice a week,
had a whip round to make sure she was not left short because of the callous thieves.
A grateful Mrs Vine said: “I want to say a big, big thank you to the staff and drinkers.
Everybody is so kind. You do not think they are taking any notice of you. It’s unbelievable.
The people that come are very, very nice.”proper local.”

U.S. crackdown on dodgy drug sites

Market backs ‘no fakes’ policy...

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration, along with international
authorities, has formally sought to suspend 4,402 websites that illegally sell potentially dangerous, counterfeit or unapproved prescription
drugs to American consumers.
The move is part of a global effort being led by the INTERPOL, the
world's largest police organization, to identify the makers and distributors of illegal prescription drugs.
The FDA said its Office of Criminal Investigations, Office of
Regulatory Affairs, and Center for Drug Evaluation and Research were
part of the enforcement action.
The FDA and the U.S. Customs and Border Protection inspected
international mail facilities (IMFs), and then sent formal complaints to
domain registrars requesting the suspension of the 4,402 websites,
the U.S. health regulator said.
In addition, the FDA said it has also issued warning letters to operators of 53 websites that illegally sell unapproved and misbranded prescription drug products to U.S. consumers.

NEW Watford Market has joined a nationwide scheme set up to
ensure customers don't get ripped off with fake goods.
The market and Hertfordshire County Council have joined 415 markets and 99 councils across the country in signing up to the Real Deal
Charter – a partnership that brings together local authority trading
standards, market operators and traders, all of whom are committed
to tackling the problem of counterfeit or pirated goods.
The issues with counterfeit goods are clear: customers are ripped off
and sold potentially dangerous goods, legitimate traders lose sales and
go out of business, damaging the local economy and there is often a
knock-on effect in terms of increased crime in the surrounding area.

Television host in Audi TT scam
TELEVISION host Larry Edmur claims he is out of pocket $25,000 after
leaving his luxury car with an online dealership that sold his vehicle in
just 48 hours but never told him.
The Morning Show host listed his white Audi TT for sale with car
sales dealer Gasoline Machine Pty Ltd, also trading as Gasoline Motor
Co, in May but became concerned about the sale when had not heard
from the company after a month.
He was shocked to learn there were 17 claims and inquiries filed
with New South Wales Fair Trading against the Sydney based company
for failing to pay its clients up to $600,000 for the sale of their luxury
cars, including Porches, Bentleys and BMWs.
Fair Trading issued a public warning against dealing with the company, which went into receivership on June 3, and suspended its licence
while Edmur made numerous unsuccessful attempts to contact them.

European Union loses £675m of our cash
THE European Union lost more than £675million of taxpayers’ money
through fraud last year, a bombshell report revealed.
Most of the cash was taken through bogus claims for grants made
from Romania, Bulgaria and Hungary.
The scams were disclosed in the annual report of the European AntiFraud Office, an investigative body set up by the EU.
Investigators looked into nearly 1,400 allegations during 2015, the
report said. Only £142million of the total fraud was recovered.
In one, £1million was paid to modernise a vegetable chilling plant in
Bulgaria. The equipment supplier and factory owner was the same
person who had vastly inflated the price. Criminal proceedings are
under way.
In another scam, importers of solar panels from China avoided EU
import duty by using fake documents..
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...but police stage raid in Glasgow
POLICE have seized more than £30m of fake goods during a three-year
crackdown in Glasgow's Barras market.
Exactly 100 arrests were made during the course of the operation,
which led to the seizure of counterfeit clothing, shoes, bags, electronics, jewellery and tobacco, all labelled as designer gear.
The items were were found by police and Trading Standards officers
during Operation Salang, which was set up to cut down on illegal
counterfeit trade and protect the intellectual property of brands.
A number of stalls were removed from the Barras and new businesses are being encouraged to set up. The Scottish Government and
Glasgow City Council have allocated £5 million to regenerate the area.
The seizures came about after intelligence gathered by the police,
trading standards officers and officials from the brands involved on
specific traders was compiled and disseminated by the IPO.

The price of falling in love...£27m
A STAGGERING £27million has been conned out of lonely Brits looking
for love online in the past year.
Fraudsters are increasingly targeting victims through dating websites
to hand over hard cash.
And now dating experts have revealed the UK hotspots where singletons are most likely to be hit in the pocket.
Londoners experienced the most heartbreak with more than 700
cases reported. But Hampshire and Essex were next on the hit list with
267 and 247 cases.
High-profile cases include a businesswoman who as conned out of
£1.6million.
The single mother from Hillingdon, north-west London, believed she
was funding hospital bills, a project in Benin and releasing an inheritance. But it was a trap set up in the form of a dating profile by Ife Oko
and Olusegun Agbaje to steal her cash.
Ojo, 31, from Peterborough, Cambridgeshire, received a 34-month
jail term after the pair admitted conspiracy to defraud. Agbaje, 43,
from Hornchurch, Essex, was jailed for 32 months.Brits from Kent and
Surrey had almost as many cases as singletons in Greater Manchester.
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Unlawful move

This postie was clawed on the face by an uncontrollable dog

Grrr...posties under attack
There were more than 2,600 attacks on posties all over Britain in the
last year. And the attacks have been condemned by union bosses who
say the figures is at an "unacceptable" level.
By Staff Reporter
POSTMEN across the country are taking their
lives in their hands when they deliver your letters every day.
The latest Royal Mail survey reveals that there
were more than 2,600 attacks on posties all over
Britain in the last year.
And the attacks have been condemned by
union bosses who say the figures are at an
"unacceptable" level.
In Canvey Island, Essex, last year a postwoman
was knocked to the ground and bitten on the
face and neck by a Bull Mastiff and there was
another attack on a postal worker in Billericay.
And while Essex doesn’t feature high up on this
year’s statistics, Tonbridge,Kent, was one of the
worst areas for attacks with 56 postmen bitten
But top of the bite list is Nottinghamshire with
68 between April 2015 and April 2016.
The Communication Workers' Union said more
than a third of attacks happen at the front door
and "irresponsible" owners risk fines, or a jail
term.
The number of dog attacks rises by 10% during
the school holidays, when dogs are more likely to
be in gardens unsupervised, the Royal Mail said.
Its research confirms that in the last year, 36%
of attacks on staff happened at the front door,
while 35% took place in the front garden - the

equivalent to 1,888 attacks.
Latest figures:
Nottingham, Nottinghamshire - NG Postcode: 68
- up 6% on the previous year. The NG postcode
includes Grantham in Lincolnshire.
Peterborough, Cambridgeshire - PE: 65 - rise of
5%. Postcode includes; Skegness in Lincolnshire
and Hunstanton in Norfolk.
Tonbridge, Kent - TN: 56 - up 2%. Postcode
includes Hastings in East Sussex.
Reading, Berkshire - RG: 54 - up 86%. Postcode
includes; Guildford, Surrey - GU: 48 - down 4%.
Postcode includes; Alton in Hampshire and
Petworth in West Sussex.
On average, seven postal workers a day are
attacked by dogs in the UK - a fall of 10% over
the past year
Tips for dog owners
nMake sure your dog is out of the way before
the mail is delivered
nMake sure children do not open the door, as
dogs can push past them
nIf you have a back garden, ensure your dog
cannot get round the front during deliveries
nIf your dog likes to attack the mail consider
installing a wire cage for letters
nIf it is not practical for you to keep your dog
away during deliveries, consider fitting a secure
mailbox on the edge of your property.

AN unregistered Ilford barrister has
been disbarred after he and a
struck-off solicitor ‘cloned’ a law
firm to perpetrate a £2m mortgage
fraud.
Yawar Shah, who was called to
the bar in 2006 but had not taken
pupillage, instead becoming a chartered legal executive, was convicted in 2013 on two counts of conspiracy to defraud.
The Court of Appeal gave him a
three-year jail sentence in 2014
after the attorney general
appealed to increase the original
sentence from 18 months.
The court found that Shah worked
with Peter Daniel Hastings, a former solicitor who was struck off in
2003 for gross incompetence, to
‘clone’ Illford-based firm Beck
Partnership.
The pair obtained mortgages for
houses which were not for sale, or
by committing similar irregularities, using the ‘cloned’ Beck
Partnership as a front.
The bar disciplinary tribunal this
week found that Shah’s conduct
was dishonest and discreditable to
a barrister, and that he had failed
to report his criminal convictions to
the regulator.

Adrian honoured
ADRIAN Leppard, former
Commissioner of the City of
London Police, has been awarded
a CBE in the Queens 2016 birthday
honours list.
Mr Leppard, served as the
Commissioner of the City of
London Police from 2011 until he
retired in December 2015.
Mr Leppard, QPM, said: "I feel
incredibly honoured to receive
such recognition and it's been my
pleasure to lead some amazing
people, in particular the officers
and staff of the City of London
police. This award is in recognition
of those great people."

Blitz on bikers
MOTORBIKE and quad bike riders
using Roundshaw Downs as a playground for their stunts will face a
police crackdown.
Following complaints, police have
increased their patrols and Sutton’s
Safer Parks Team police officers
carried out an operation on the
Downs to stop anti-social behaviour and reported one man for
doing wheelies on his quad bike.
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Gurkhas appeal

Beware holiday fakes
Be careful if you’re booking a holiday at home or abroad because
criminals are after your money and bogus travel sites and copycat
emails could tempt you into booking your travel with a fake company.

A NEW appeal has been made to
find Gurkhas in all areas who have
been affected by an alleged fraud
in which victims are said to have
lost millions of pounds they had
invested.
Almost 300 Gurkhas throughout
the UK, are feared to have been
ploughed £8.5m into a scheme
with CWM Limited (Capital World
Markets).
The fund, which offered a five
per cent return to investors, is
under investigation by City of
London of Police. Last year 13
people were arrested and released
on bail and the investigation is
still ongoing.
Now law firm Field Fisher said it
is launching a class action on
behalf of some of the alleged victims. The firm said it appeared
that very little of the investors’
funds were actually traded by
CWM.
City of London Police Detective
Chief Inspector David Manley said
at the time:“We are now very
keen to hear from members of the
Gurkha and Nepalese community
who have put money into CWM’s
managed fund that was offering a
five per cent return per month.

ID fraud rising
By Peter Faulkner
IF there's one thing many of us look forward
to it's our summer holiday whether it be on
some sunshine island abroad or in an idyllic
hideaway in Britain.
But you can be sure that wherever you are
planning to go, heartless criminals will do
their best to ruin it for you and your family.
With school summer holidays underway,
individuals are often more exposed to travel
booking frauds when looking for last minute
package deals or cheap flights.
Whether paying upfront for a family holiday
or simply booking a flight, payments are transferred only to discover that the holiday or airline ticket does not exist and was sold to you
by a bogus travel company.
That's the warning from Action Fraud who
say fraudsters will often tempt potential customers with low prices and ‘one time only’
offers that are simply too good to pass up,
requesting payment by the preferred method
of direct bank transfer.
However they have some tips for those of
you who are planning to go away and if you
follow their advice you will reduce the risk of
being ripped off.

Avoid
nPaying for a holiday, airline tickets or accommodation via direct bank transfer. No reputable company will ever request payment via
this method.
nResponding to unsolicited calls, texts or
emails offering holidays at incredibly low
prices.
Protect Yourself
n Whenever possible, pay for your holiday by
credit card as it offers increased protection.
n Always remember to look for the ‘https’
and locked padlock icon in the address bar
before entering your payment details.
n Never feel pressured to make a booking for
fear that you will miss out on this ‘low price’
opportunity. If you have never used the company before, take your time to do some online
research to ensure they are reputable.
n Should you make a flight or hotel booking
through a travel company, feel free to separately check with the hotel or airline that your
booking does indeed exist.
If you have been affected by this, or any
other scam, contact Action Fraud n 0300 123
2040, or visit www.actionfraud .police.uk

THE number of victims of identity
theft rose by 57% last year, figures
from fraud prevention service
Cifas suggest.
The data, taken from 261 companies in the UK, suggests fraudsters are increasingly getting people's personal information from
social media sites.
Cifas said Facebook, Twitter and
LinkedIn had become a "hunting
ground" for identity thieves.
It said there were more than
148,000 victims in the UK in 2015
compared with 94,500 in 2014.
A small percentage of cases
involved fictitious identities but in
the majority fraudsters assumed
the identity of a real person after
accessing their name, date of
birth, address and bank details.
More than 85% of the frauds
were carried out online and Cifas
urged people to check their privacy settings and think carefully
about what information they
share online.
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Nick warns the elderly
THE Financial Conduct Authority has called on
a star of The Apprentice to help elderly residents safeguard their pension incomes.
Nick Hewer, right hand man to Essex business
magnate Sir Alan Sugar, is the new face behind
the FCAs Scamsmart campaign to protect elderly and vulnerable people from fraudsters.
And they have chosen him as the new face to
encourage wiser investments because he himself has been targeted by fraudsters.
Low interest rates have hammered savers’
returns in recent years, driving some over 55s
into riskier investments.
That leaves them vulnerable to high-pressure
cold callers who urge people to pay into bogus
schemes. This can involve antiques, gems,
overseas property and even oil wells. Nearly
half of savers have moved money out of savings into investments – and 26 per cent chose

unregulated products.
More than a quarter of those robbed of their
retirement savings were scammed by an unauthorised firm selling unregulated products such
as forestry, carbon credits and other exotic
commodities.
Since 2015 people have much greater choice
over how they use their pension pot savings
and nearly a third of over-55s reported being
contacted by a firm offering investments in the
last 12 months.
Nick Hewer said: “Scammers pretend to be
friends of their targets, then drain their life savings on a false promise of great returns. Their
tactics are very sophisticated. If you receive a
call offering the investment of a lifetime, just
put the phone down – as I did. If it sounds too
good to be true, it probably is. If in two minds,
check the FCA warning list.”
Apprentice star Nick Hewer

Beware of motorway crooks
By Peter Faulkner
ESSEX Police has issued a warning to
motorway drivers after the second theft of
a vehicle in three days and it has led to a
change in police tactics until the crooks
are caught.
On July 26, a silver Ford Mondeo
equipped with blue flashing light requested
a grey Volkswagen Transporter van pull
over on the anti-clockwise M25 between
junctions 27 for the M11 and 28 for
Chelmsford.
Three men purporting to be police officers made the driver get out of the vehicle.
No weapons were seen but one of the men
had handcuffs.
Two of the men then got in the van
before both vehicles drove off. The driver

did not get the index number of the
Mondeo. The stolen vehicle was registration RE16 UCV.
Armed robbers seize Mercedes van on M11
near Hatfield Heath
Four days earlier on the M11 near Hatfield
Heath, a white Mercedes Sprinter van was
stopped and then stolen by four men - one
of whom had a firearm - in a silver Ford
Mondeo.
The Mondeo was registration LO62 FOU
and the stolen Mercedes van KR60 NHZ.
The two occupants of the van were left at
the side of the road unharmed.
DCI Stuart Smith from the Kent and Essex
Serious Crime Directorate, who is leading
both investigations due to their similarities,
said: "In a direct response to these incidents occurring a direction has been given

to our officers that they should not, unless
in emergency circumstances, be in an
unmarked car and attempt to stop a driver.
"We have taken this decision to safeguard
motorists in Essex while these offenders
remain outstanding. Our victims have told
us that the suspects are purporting to be
police officers and are wearing body
armour to further enhance this deception
in order to steal these vans.
"Anyone who is signalled at to stop by
someone in a car which may appear to be
unmarked police is asked not to stop but to
call 999 immediately to verify whether the
vehicle and its occupants are genuine."
Anyone with any information about either
of the incidents is asked to contact detectives on 101.

